
Political Science 325 – Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 

 

Syllabus - Fall 2006 
 

Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:20-3:40 in Harriman Hall 112 

 

Instructor: Udi Sommer 

Email: usommer@ic.sunysb.edu 

Office: SBS N-741 

Office Hours: Thursdays 10a-1p and by appointment 

 

 

Course Description and General Comments 
Madisonian democracy creates a government of majority rule with minority rights. In this system of 

government it is up to the Supreme Court to determine where democratic control ends and minority 

rights begin.  The purpose of this course is to examine the role of the Supreme Court in setting the 

boundary between the two. Please note that questions of representation and voting rights are taught in 

Law and Political Representation (POL 331). 

While my office hours are as indicated above, I am in the office several days a week. Please feel free 

to make an appointment with me, or if you’re in the neighborhood, just drop in. 

POL 320 -- Constitutional Law -- is a recommended prior course, but it is no longer a prerequisite.  

Students who have not had POL 320 or related courses in American Constitutional history may be at a 

disadvantage.  

 

Attendance, Reading and Participation 
Class attendance is very important. Students are not only expected to attend class, but to have read all assigned 

readings for that day. Quality participation also will contribute positively to this component of the grade.  If 

you miss class you are responsible for getting the material covered. 

 

Exams 
1. This course will have two mid-term exams on Tuesday, October 10, and on Tuesday, November 14 

2. There will be a final examination on Tuesday, December 19, 2006 from 5p to 7:30p. This will be a 

cumulative examination covering all the material in the course. 

3. We will have about 6 unannounced quizzes during the semester. 

4. Opportunities to earn extra credit by participating in political science research projects might be 

available during the semester. 

  

Access to Blackboard  

You can access class information on-line at: http://blackboard.sunysb.edu 

If you used Blackboard during the previous semester, your login information (Username and 

Password) has not changed.  If you have never used Stony Brook's Blackboard system , your initial 

password is your SOLAR ID# and your username is the same as your Stony Brook (sparky) username, 

which is generally your first initial and the first 7 letters of your last name. 

For help or more information see: 

http://www.sinc.sunysb.edu/helpdesk/docs/blackboard/bbstudent.php     

For problems logging in, go to the helpdesk in the Main Library SINC Site or the Union SINC Site , 

you can also call: 631-632-9602 or e-mail: helpme@ic.sunysb.edu 

 



Assistance 
If you are having any difficulties with the course material or assignments, I encourage you to come and talk to 

me. I will be available during office hours and by appointment. Also, if you are not facing any problems but 

would like to talk about the course, please feel free to come talk to me.    

 

[Note: If you have a physical, psychiatric/emotional, medical or learning disability that may 

affect your ability to carry out assigned course work, please contact Disability Support Services 

(DSS),Room 128 ECC Building, (631) 632-6748. They will determine, with you, what accommodations 

arenecessary and appropriate. All information and documentation are confidential. Students 

requiringemergency evacuation are encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and 

Disability SupportServices. For procedures and information see: 

http://www.ehs.sunysb.edu/fire/disabilities.asp.] 

 

Grade Formula 

Midterms:        20% (each) 

Final:          40% 

Class Participation:            8% 

Quizzes         12% 

 

Readings and Required Text 

(available in the Campus Bookstore in the Melville Library Building and at Stony Books bookstore on 

Route 25A, across from the railroad station): 

 

Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Rights, Liberties, and Justice, 5
th
 Edition  

by Epstein and Walker 

Earlier editions cannot be used.  

I expect all of each reading assignment to be completed before the appropriate class period.  

 

* In addition to the assigned text, it is highly recommended that every student reads The New York 

Times on a daily basis (also available on the web at www.nytimes.com). Discussion of selected 
stories from the Times as well as the textbook will occur on a regular basis throughout the semester. 

Students will be expected to participate knowledgeably in these discussions. 

 

 

 

 



TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

(Note: Supplementary readings are listed in the required textbook. You should take a look at these lists and pick 

books to read on topics that might interest you.) 

 

Week 1 (September 7):   Syllabus distribution, Introduction, and Assignments  

 

Week 2 (September 12, 14):  The Supreme Court; Internal Judicial Institutions  

    Readings: E&W pp.1-73 

 

Week 3 (September 19, 21):  Models of Judicial Decision Making 

    Readings: E&W pp.1-73 

 

Week 4 (September 26, 28): Incorporation of the Bill of Rights 

Readings: E&W pp. 75-97 

 

Week 5 (October 3, 5):   Incorporation of the Bill of Rights; 1
st
 Amendment - Religion (Exercise) 

Readings: E&W pp. 75-97, 101-144 

 

Week 6 (October 10, 12):    FIRST MID-TERM TEST (October 10) 

 

1
st
 Amendment - Religion (Exercise); Religion (Establishment) 

Readings: E&W pp. 101-213 

 

Week 7 (October 17, 19):    1
st
 Amendment - Religion (Establishment) 

Readings: E&W pp. 145-213 

 

Week 8 (October 24, 26):    Religion (Establishment); Freedom of the Press - class simulation 

Readings: E&W pp. 145-213, 319-357 

 

Week 9 (Oct. 31, Nov. 2):  Fourth Amendment - Investigations and Evidence 

Readings: E&W pp. 503-578 

 

Week 10 (November 7, 9):   Investigations and Evidence; Attorneys, Trials and Punishment 

Readings: E&W pp. 503-646 

 

Week 11 (November 14, 16):    SECOND MID-TERM TEST (November 14) 

 

1
st
 Amendment – Freedom of Speech, Assembly, and Association 

Readings: E&W pp. 214-318 

 

Week 12 (November 21, 23):    1
st
 Amendment – Freedom of Speech, Assembly, and Association 

    November 23 – Class cancelled – Thanksgiving Break 
Readings: E&W pp. 214-318 

 

Week 13 (November 28, 30): Civil Rights: Discrimination – Eyes on the Prize 

Readings: E&W pp. 651-778 

 

Week 14 (December 5, 7):    Civil Rights: Discrimination; The Right to Privacy 

Readings: E&W pp. 651-778, 429-499 

 

Week 15 (December 12, 14):  The Right to Privacy; Voting and Representation 

Readings: E&W pp. 429-499, 780-835 

 

FINAL EXAMINATION will be on Tuesday, December 19, 5p to 7:30p. Location for the exam will be 

announced later in the semester. 


